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men have thought so long and so effectively on 
the problems in which they are interested and 
have observed so accurately that an under- 
standing of the fundamental phenomena has 
become part of their very being. Their in- 
stinct is like the instinct of an experienced 
helmsman, the result of long training and 
practise. It has sometimes seemed to me that 
not the least significant fact in regard to Pro- 
fessor Thomson's work is the fact, known to 
those who have had the pleasure of seeing him 
in his home, that his laboratory is built right 
into the home and is an integral part of it. 
Probably thoughts on scientific problems are 
never wholly absent from his mind, although 
he may be consciously thinking of quite other 
matters. It can hardly be necessary to say 
that a man who has achieved what Thomson 
has done must be more than I have pictured, 
an unselfish, generous, well-trained, well- 
rounded, well-balanced man of science. Above 
all and pervading all must be imagination, not 
necessarily the imagination of a poet, but 
something akin to that in quality and in 
power, and it is of course mainly because 
Thomson is a man of imagination in the high- 
est sense that he has achieved so much suc- 
cess and earned so much respect not only in 
this country, but throughout the scientific 
world. He has been literally showered with 
honors and it must be almost a unique thing 
to obtain two great national medals within al- 
most a week, one from the Eoyal Society of 
London, and the other the great honor of the 
Fritz medal that is now to be awarded. I 
heartily congratulate the board of award on 
having found a man worthy to be placed be- 
side the greatest whose names have already 
given distinction to their selections, like 
Graham Bell, Edison and Kelvin. Such a one 
undoubtedly is Elihu Thomson. Long may 
he be preserved to us. 

ElOHAED 0. MAOLAURIN 

Massachusetts Institute op Technology 



THE CONVOCATION-WEEK MEETINGS 
OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES 

The American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science and the national scientific 



societies named below will meet at New York 
City, during convocation week, beginning on 
Tuesday, December 26, 1916: 

American Association for the Advancement 
op Science. — President, Charles E. Van Hise, 
president of the University of Wisconsin; retiring 
president, Dr. W. W. Campbell, director of tho 
Lick Observatory; permanent secretary, Dr. L. O. 
Howard, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D. 
C. ; general secretary, Professor W. E. Henderson, 
Ohio State University; secretary of the council, Dr. 
C. Stuart Gager, Brooklyn Botanical Garden. 

Section A — Mathematics and Astronomy. — Vice- 
president, Professor L. P. Eisenhart, Princeton 
University; secretary, F. B. Moulton, University 
of Chicago, Chicago, 111. 

Section B — Physics. — Vice-president, Professor 
H. A. Bumstead, Tale University; secretary, Dr. 
W. J. Humphreys, U. S. Weather Bureau, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Section C — Chemistry. — Vice-president, Pro- 
fessor Julius Stieglitz, University of Chicago; 
secretary, Dr. John Johnston, Geophysical Labora- 
tory, Washington, D. C. 

Section D — Mechanical Science and Engineering. 
— Vice-president, Dr. H. M. Howe, Columbia Uni- 
versity; secretary, Professor Arthur H. Blanch- 
ard, Columbia University, New York City. 

Section E — Geology and Geography. — Vice-presi- 
dent, Professor B. D. Salisbury, University of Chi- 
cago; secretary, Professor George P. Kay, Uni- 
versity of Iowa. 

Section F — Zoology. — Vice-president, Professor 
G. H. Parker, Harvard University; secretary, Pro- 
fessor Herbert V. Neal, Tufts College, Mass. 

Section G — Botany. — Vice-president, Dr. C. 
Stuart Gager, Brooklyn Botanical Garden; secre- 
tary, Dr. A. P. Blakeslee, Cold Spring Harbor, 
N. Y. 

Section E — Anthropology and Psychology. — 
Vice-president, Dr. F. W. Hodge, Bureau of Amer- 
ican Ethnology; secretary, Professor George Grant 
MacCurdy, Yale University, New Haven, Conn. 

Section I — Social and Economic Science. — Vice- 
president, Louis P. Dublin, Metropolitan Life In- 
surance Company; secretary, Seymour C. Loomis, 
69 Church Street, New Haven, Conn. 

Section K — Physiology and Experimental Medi- 
cine. — Vice-president, Professor Edwin O. Jordan, 
University of Chicago; secretary, Professor C.-E. 
A. Winslow, Yale University. 
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Section L — Education. — Vice-president, Dr. L. P. 
Ayres, The Russell Sage Foundation; secretary, 
Dr. Stuart A. Courtis, Detroit, Mich. 

Section M— Agriculture. — Vice-president, Dr. W. 
H. Jordan, director of the New York Agricultural 
Experiment Station; secretary, Dr. E. W. Allen, 
TJ. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D. C. 

American Mathematical Society. — December 
27 and 28. President, Professor Ernest W. Brown, 
Yale University; secretary, Professor E. N. Cole, 
501 West 116th St., New York, N. Y. 

Mathematical Association op America. — De- 
cember 28, 29 and 30. President, Professor E. R. 
Hedriek, University of Missouri; secretary, W. D. 
Cairns, 5465 Greenwood Ave., Chicago, 111. 

American Astronomical Society. — December 
26 to 30. President, Dr. E. C. Pickering, Harvard 
College Observatory; secretary, Dr. Philip Pox, 
Dearborn Observatory, Evanston, 111. 

American Federation op Teachers op the 
Mathematical and the Natural Sciences. — 
Council meeting. Secretary, W. A. Hedriek, Cen- 
tral High School, Washington, D. C. 

American Physical Society. — December 26 to 
30. President, Professor R. A. Millikan, University 
of Chicago; secretary, Professor Alfred D. Cole, 
Ohio State University, Columbus, Ohio. 

Optical Society of America. — December 28. 
President, Dr. Perley G. Nutting, 3 Kodak Park, 
Rochester, N. Y. 

American Chemical Society. — President, Dr. 
Charles H. Herty, New York City; secretary, Dr. 
C. L. Parsons, U. S. Bureau of Mines, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

American Electrochemical Society. — Chair- 
man, New York Section, Dr. Colin G. Pink, Edison 
Lamp Works, Harrison, N. J. 

Society por the Promotion op Engineering 
Education. — President, Professor H. S, Jaeoby, 
Columbia University; secretary, Professor E. L. 
Bishop, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Illuminating Engineering Society. — Presi- 
dent, W. J. Serrill; chairman, Committee on Reci- 
procal Relations, Clarence L. Law, Irving Place 
and 15th St., New York, N. Y. 

Association op American Geographers. — De- 
cember 28 to 30. President, Dr. Mark Jefferson, 
Michigan State Normal College, Ypsilanti, Mich.; 
secretary, Professor Isaiah Bowman, Yale Univer- 
sity, New Haven, Conn. 



American Alpine Club. — December 30. Presi- 
dent, H. G. Bryant; secretary, Howard Palmer, 
New London, Conn. 

American Society op Naturalists. — December 
29. President, Dr. Raymond Pearl, Maine Agri- 
cultural Experiment Station; secretary, Professor 
Bradley M. Davis, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

American Society op Zoologists.— December 

27, 28 and 29. President, Professor D. H. Ten- 
nent, Bryn Mawr College; secretary, Professor 
Caswell Grave, Johns Hopkins University, Balti- 
more, Md. 

Entomological Society op America. — Decem- 
ber 26 and 27. President, Dr. E. P. Pelt; secre- 
tary, J. M. Aldrich, West Lafayette, Ind. 

American Association op Economic Entomol- 
ogists. — December 28, 29 and 30. President, Dr. 
C. Gordon Hewitt, Department of Agriculture, 
Ottawa, Canada; secretary, Albert E. Burgess, Mel- 
rose Highlands, Mass. 

American Genetic Association. — December 26, 

27 and 28. President, David Pairchild, U. S. De- 
partment of Agriculture; secretary, George M. 
Rommel, 511 11th St., Washington, D. C. 

Eugenics Research Association. — President, 
Professor Adolf Meyer, The Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity; secretary, William P. Blades, 191 Haven 
Ave., New York, N. Y. 

Ecological Society op America.— December 27, 

28 and 29. President, Professor V. E. Shelford, 
University of Illinois; secretary, Forrest Shreve, 
Desert Botanical Laboratory, Tucson, Ariz. 

Botanical Society op America. — December 27 
to 30. President, Professor R. A. Harper, Colum- 
bia University; secretary, Dr. H. H. Bartlett, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

American Phytopathological Society. — De- 
cember 27 to 30. President, Dr. Erwin P. Smith, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture; secretary, Dr. 
C. L. Shear, U. S. Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 

American Fern Society. — December 29. Pres- 
ident, Dr. C. H. Bissell, Michigan Agricultural Col- 
lege; secretary, C. A. Weatherby, 920 Main St., 
East Hartford, Conn. 

Sullivant Moss Society.— December 29. Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Elizabeth G. Britton, N. Y. Botanical 
Garden; secretary, Edward B. Chamberlain, 18 
West 89th St., New York, N. Y. 

Society op Horticultural Science. — December 

28, 29. Secretary, C P. Close, U. S. Department 
of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
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Association op Official Seed Analysts. — Will 
meet on dates to be announced. Secretary, John P. 
Helyar, New Brunswick, N. J. 

Society of American Foresters. — Meets on 
Friday, December 29. President, Dr. B. E. Fer- 
now, University of Toronto; secretary, C. B. Til- 
lotson, TJ. S. Porest Service, Washington, D. C. 

Mid-west Forestry Association. — President, 
Pred W. Smith, State Sehool of Forestry, Bot- 
tineau, N. Dak. 

American Microscopical Society. — Business 
sessions. President, Professor M. P. Guyer, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin; secretary, Professor T. W. 
Galloway, Beloit College, Beloit, Wis. 

American Anthropological Association. — De- 
cember 26 to 29. President, Dr. F. W. Hodge, Bu- 
reau of American Ethnology; secretary, Professor 
George G. MaeCurdy, Yale University Museum, 
New Haven, Conn. 

American Folk-Lore Society. — December 27. 
President, Dr. R. H. Lowie, American Museum of 
Natural History; secretary, Charles Peabody, Har- 
vard University, Cambridge, Mass. 

American Psychological Association. — De- 
cember 27 to 30. President, Professor Raymond 
Dodge, Wesleyan University; secretary, Professor 
B. M. Ogden, Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y. 

American Philosophical Association. — De- 
cember 27, 28 and 29. President, Professor A. 0. 
Love joy, The Johns Hopkins University; secretary, 
Professor B. G. Spaulding, Princeton University, 
Princeton, N. J. 

American Society of Bacteriologists. — De- 
cember 29. Secretary, A. P. Hitchens, Glen 
Olden, Pa. 

American Association of Anatomists. — De- 
cember 27, 28 and 29. President, Dr. H. H. Don- 
aldson, Wistar Institute of Anatomy; secretary, 
Professor C. E. Stoekard, Cornell Medical School, 
New York, N. Y. 

American Physiological Society. — December 
27, 28, 29 and 30. President, Professor W. B. 
Cannon, Harvard Medical School; secretary, Pro- 
fessor Charles W. Greene, University of Missouri, 
Columbia, Mo. 

American Society of Biological Chemists. — 
December 27, 28 and 29. President, Professor 
Walter Jones, The Johns Hopkins University; 
secretary, Dr. Stanley B. Benedict, Cornell Medical 
College, New York, N. Y. 

American Society for Pharmacology and Ex- 
perimental Therapeutics. — December 28, 29 and 



30. President, Professor Beid Hunt, Harvard 
Medical School; secretary, Dr. John Auer, Bocke- 
feller Institute, New York, N. Y. 

American Society for Experimental Pathol- 
ogy. — December 28, 29 and 30. President, Simon 
Flexner, The Bockefeller Institute; secretary, Dr. 
Peyton Bous, Rockefeller Institute, New York, 

N. Y. 

{The above four societies compose the Federa- 
tion of American Societies for Experimental Biol- 
ogy. Executive Secretary, Br. Peyton Mous.) 

American Nature-Study Society. — December 
27. President, Professor L. H. Bailey, Ithaca, N. 
ST.; secretary, E. R. Downing, University of Chi- 
cago, Chicago, 111. 

School Garden Association of America. — De- 
cember 29 and 30. President, Van Evrie Kilpat- 
rick, 124 West 30th St., New York, N. Y. 

Gamma Alpha Graduates Scientific Frater- 
nity. — Will meet on dates to be announced. Presi- 
dent, Professor W. J. Meek, University of Wiscon- 
sin; recorder, L. C. Johnson, 2018 Madison St., 
Madison, Wis. 

Society of the Sigma Xi. — December 27. Pres- 
ident, Dr. Charles S. Howe, Case School of Applied 
Science; secretary, Professor Henry B. Ward, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Urbana, 111. 

American Association of University Pro- 
fessors. — December 29 and 30. President, Dr. 
John H. Wigmore, Northwestern University; sec- 
retary, Dr. H. W. Tyler, Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. 



MEETINGS OF SECTIONS OF THE 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION 

As already announced, there will be a sym- 
posium " On the Structure of Matter " in a 
joint meeting of Sections B and O of the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, the American Chemical Society, 
and the American Physical Society, on Wed- 
nesday, December 27, 10 a.m. and 2 p.m., in 
Eoom. 309, Havemeyer Hall, Columbia Uni- 
versity. The topics and speakers, arranged 
for to date, follow: 

"Radiation and Atomic Structure," by Robt. 
A. Millikan. (The address of the president of the 
American Physical Society.) 



